FLED

'"'»'A'f'_'zij'Sériél':;.23_6883j L o MY 20 2021

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF MISSISSIPPI OFFICE OF THE CLERK '

+  SUPREME COURT
o C%URT OF APPEALS

No 2021-AD 00001-SCT

- INRE EMERGENCY ORDER RELATED TO CORONA VIRUS (co WD—19)

EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER-20 |
Slnee the entry of the Court’s ﬁrst Emergency Admlmstratlve Order related to the |
- natlonal and stat_e emergeneles created'by Coro_nawrus _(C}OVID— ‘1_9.) on March 13,"2020,"t_he'» S
:éi'Co.urtithas ..striye'dto balance indiy-idual rights public health aﬁaﬁsafety, and the éénsﬁmﬁan‘ér B
';:-requlrement that Mlss1331ppr state courts remain open and access1b1e See MISS Oonst art.
: .3 §§ 24 25. Tn so domg, the Court has momtored data prov1ded by the M1s51s51pp1 State
| o Departmmt of Hea-lth -’(MSDH) wj1th r?espject_to the 1mpaCt of-the pandemlc ,o'n cmzens of our. -
- state along with the evolv1ng guldehnes 1ssued by both the MSDH and the Centers for |
i ‘ Dlsease Control and Preventlon (CDC) and has entered add1t10na1 Orders as dlctated by the
: : :changlng circumstances. | |
As of the date of this Order MSDH COVID 19 Vaccmatlon Reportlng prov1des that .’
-:f872 737 individuals have been “fully vaccmated[ ]” W1th another 1. 002 669 1nd1v1duals .

»l

- having recelved ‘at least one dose And, as noted in the Governor S Executlve Order No .
| 1 55 1 1ssued on Apr11 30, 2021 “MlSSlss1pp1 hasseena sharp decllne in COVID 19 1nfect10ns

E and resultmg hospltahzatlons since mid-January 2021 » and “the vaccine r.ollv-o_ut is

- continuing to proceed as expeditiously as possible wrth» adequate V-accine supply available

' 1hgp_s-://msdh.ms. gov/msdhsite/_static/resources/ 12 130 pdf _



S :'te_ ensure that every Mississippian who wants to'teCei\}ez the 'C'_OV‘ID-19'VVaceine' 'rnay_de-so L

.. 2 COVID-19 VaecineS"are no'w‘so-readi'lyv available‘Within the United Stat'es.t tnat;'bn .
o May 17, 2021, the'federal’ g,(:):vefnment:anndunced»plans: t(')-'_dqnate'at:'leasttwenty million
~ vaccine doses in June to countrieé ‘stfuggling- against the pandemie.-’ Finaily, onMa'y-:IS’,

2021, the CDC updated its gu'ide*li'nes to provide that “[f]ully‘Vaccinated'pe‘o’plie ‘ca'n’resurne |

g act1v1t1es without wearlng a mask or physwally dlstancmg, except where requlred by federal -

- state, local tr1ba1 or terrltorlal laws rules and regulatlons 1nclud1ng local busmess and ,
: ‘workplace guldance e

In light of these developments, in my capacity as chief administrative officer of all

. courts in the state, I ﬁnd'th:at a eo-r:np'r'ehen'si{/e -Otdet :subefseding :all*p:r'idf Emergency

Administrative Orders, unless expressly excepted herein, is now warranted.-

IT IS, THEREFORE,.ORDERED:
1. Consistent with'thef-COull't,’-s pr_ior_ EmergencyAdmmlstratlve Qrdefs,' alﬂlﬁ 'lecal and '

*state courts'—munieip'al juStice coimty, chancery,'ei'rCuit- "a'nd'appel'late'céurts-%s'hall rernain: o
“ ‘open to ensure the ﬁ.llﬁllment of the1r const1tut10na1 and statutory dutles See e g, .Mlsva o

'. Const. art. 3, § 24 (“All courts shall be open . .. and _]uStICC shall be admmlstered Wlthout A

2 https://WWW.S08S.1mS.2 ov/content/ executiveorders/EXecntiveOfders/ 1551. :'df |

3 https://www.nytimes. com/hve/2021/05/ 17/world/cov1d—vaccme—coronav1rus cases#' ) o i

ov1d vaccine-global-doses -

*https://www.cdc. ov/coronav1rus/2019 ncov/vaccmes/full -Vacc»i‘n-ated._ht.rnl#: f

- vaccinated




sale, denial, or delay”). Given the progreSS ln-defeating the pandemlc; c:o:urts: sh’all--fully' o
B execute their constitutional“and statutory duties. - | '- |

2. In fulfilling the afOrementioned duties individual- judge‘s-haVe-the d‘iscretion fo_» f, |
control their own dockets‘ Smce COVID- 19 has not been completely neutrahzed ‘1n- -

B exercising the1r d1scret1onary powers 1nd1v1dua1 Judges are encouraged to refer to gu1delmes )

) - issued by the MSDH and the CDC for preventmg the spread of COVID 19 (e g whether to_ o

conduct proceedings i 1n-person or v1a 1nteract1ve aud1ov1sual equ1pment 1f not OtherWISC. o
prohibited). |
3. I find that the followmg Emergency Adm1n1strat1ve Order remams m effect
Emergency Admmlstratlve Order—17 (Dec. 1 2020) (addressmg methods for
completing Contmumg Legal Education obl1gat1ons for -2020- 2021 CLE

reporting year, as well as methods for completmg courses for “the new lawyer _
program set forth in Rule 3b”).

4. 1 find that the folloWing,temporary.arnendments to ,theRules and'Re_gulations'f_,or, -
Mandatory Continuing Judicial Ed'ucati'on'are warranted"':’ R

V(A) Regulat1on3 9sha11 be temporarlly suspended Judges may complete the1r o -

2020-2021 CIE requlrements through the method of their choosing, either -~

online, webinars or live, in-person programs as approved by the Comm1ttee

on Continuing J ud1c1al Education. : o

(B) Any judge who is. unable to complete the temporarrly amended'

requirements may seek a hardship: exemptlon and/or extens1on from the

Committee on Contmulng Judicial Educat1on L : »

5. All other provisions of earlier Emerg:ency Administrative Qrders not expressly. o

referenced herein, including the temporary suspension of any rule(s), are hereby re‘scind‘ed. ,

> That discretion does not. extend to proh1b1t1ng voluntary mask-wearmg by
1nd1v1duals unless it 1mpa1rs the accuracy, mtegrlty, or safety of the proceedmgs



6. Given that the pandemic 'rerriains‘or:lgoing, ‘this Ofder'may be _mbdiﬁ'ed,' as
E changing circumstances may dictate.

SO ORDERED, this the ZO ‘day of May, 20 1.

MICHAEL K. RANDOLPH,
CHIEF JUSTICE |
FOR THE.COURT



